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Leo P.P. X, when put to the Question, confessed this
crime, which he before had denied.
Let it be admitted that Sebastiano Pinzoni envenomed
his master, then. But Herr Burckhardt brings no evidence
to prove that he was connected with Duke Cesare; nor is
it established that he was employed by His Excellency in
any capacity, private, or official. But every crime of every
criminal in the Borgian Era is attributed to Borgia as a
matter of course; and Herr Burckhardt, writing serious
history, introduces fiction, and passes off Sebastiano Pin-
zoni as Duke Cesare's Poisoner!
To turn from the historian to the novelist will afford a
little recreation in this quest of the Venom of the Borgia;
and, also, the diversion will not be unprofitable: for the
novelist is an exceedingly important person by reason that
he commands an infinitely wider audience than the his-
torian, and influences, forms, or moulds, an infinitely
larger section of opinion. M. Alexandre Dumas in his
Crimes Celebres has much to say about the Borgia. Know-
ing, as a practised hand, that the best fiction is that which
has a substratum of fact and an air of truth, M. Dumas
quotes the precious Messer Paolo Giovio and his Can-
tarella which already has been mentioned here. Further,
with a wealth of "corroborative detail calculated to give
verisimilitude to an otherwise bald and unconvincing nar-
rative," he describes -the preparation of a liquid venom
which, he says, the Borgia used. A bear was caught and
made to swallow a strong dose of arsenic. When this began
to take effect, the bear was suspended by his hind-legs
head-downward; and incontinent he would fall into con-
vulsions, while from his throat there poured a copious
deadly stream of foam, which was collected on a silver
plate, bottled in vials hermetically sealed; and this was
the liquid Venom of the Borgias.
There were plenty of bears in the Apennines, perhaps
even in the Alban Hills within twenty miles of Rome; so